
 
 

 

Monday, 09 December 2013 Monthly Clergy Assembly 

 

Advent Reflection: Christmas as going and giving. 

 

Christmas is going. To fulfill an imperial 'decree for a census' (Luke 2,1) Joseph 'went to 

Judea to David's town of Bethlehem to be registered with Mary, who was with child (Luke 2,2-4). 

It was a long and difficult journey. There was uncertainty regarding their destination. Yet they 

followed what was asked of them. They continued, trusting in God. 

 

They were in Bethlehem when the time came for her to have her child' (Luke 2,6). But 

there was no place for them in the living room' (Luke 2,7). Without complaining and without any 

trace of bitterness they went and settled in the place of the animals. They did not doubt Gods 

will. They did not question His ways. Without any comfort and material luxury, Mary gave birth 

to Jesus. She wrapped him in a swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger (Luke 2,/). Jesus 

came to us in total simplicity and with complete humility. With His birth Jesus came to us and 

lived with us. Christmas, therefore, is the coming of Jesus into our lives. With Jesus is among us, 

God is not far away. God is not out of touch. God is not out of reach. Truly we can say God is 

going to us. Through the birth of Jesus we personally encounter God. We intimately experience 

Him. Furthermore, Jesus in His public ministry affirmed that He "has come to seek and to save 

the lost' (Luke 19,10). 

 

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant 

lying in the manger (Luke 2,16). There was no doubt in their hearts. There was no question in 

their minds. They accepted what the angels told them. They believed. Ihey understood 

everything. And they returned glorifying and praising God, for all they had heard and seen (Luke 

2,20). 

 

The shepherds came and welcomed Jesus in their hearts. Where is the newborn king of 

the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage (Matthew 2,2). The magi 

left the comforts and security of their homes. They traveled amidst dangers and dificulties in 

search for God. They sacrificed their position and power to find Jesus, to acknowledge Him and 

to offer to Him their treasures. They went with faith and the fervent hope of finding Jesus. And 

seeing the child with Mary his mother they prostrated themselves and did him homage' 

(Matthew 2,11). 



 
 

 

Life is always to go." And God always goes with us. He is with us. God does not leave us 

nor abandon us. He is Journeying with uS. Ihe gospel or Saint Matthew tells us, behold, the virgin 

shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means God is with 

us' (1,33). In this life we are not alone. Our people are always supporting us with their prayers 

and with their presence. Our family and friends will welcome our visits. There is always affection 

and assistance from them. Christmas is Jesus coming to us. And Jesus comes to us through those 

people. Jesus comes in those beautiful things that they did and shared with us. Jesus comes from 

those inspiring words and kind gestures that we experienced from them. Truly Christmas is Jesus 

going to us. He is among us. 

 

Now this Christmas let us think about where we have to go but not for vacation or 

relaxation. Let us think or where we have to go in terms or those whom we have not seen for 

months or years, those with whom we have not been on speaking terms, those whom we have 

been avoiding. Let us also go to visit those who have been neglected or abandon end, those who 

have no one to be with them, those who are alone. This Christmas let us go to put into practice 

the words of Jesus when He said, "for I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave 

me drink. I Was stranger and you welcome me into your house. I was naked and you clothed me. 

I was sick and you visited me. I was in prison and you came to see me" (Matthew 25, ,35-36). 

christmas is giving. 

 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do and he took 

his Wire to his home (Matthew 1,24). Joseph submitted himself to God without any conditions. 

He did what he was told to do. And Joseph did everything not for his own personal advantage or 

self-interest but for the benefit of others. He silently fulfilled the mission entrusted to him. 

Furthermore, he dedicated his whole life and all his efforts to the care of Mary and Jesus. Thus, 

Joseph gave up everything -his time and self - for the fulfillment of God's plan. 

 

Thus, Mary said, T am the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me as you have said. 

(Luke 1,38). Mary placed her whole being at the service or God. With full consent Mary gave her 

total cooperation. She put herself at the disposal or God. Thus, Mary gave her complete 

commitment to God's plan of giving Jesus as lon9 awaited Savior of the world. 

 

Jesus went down with them, returning to Nazareth, and he continued to be subject to 

them (Luke 2,51). Not only Jesus cooperated with the will of the Father, He even followed the 



 
 

 

wishes of His foster parents-Mary and Joseph. Jesus showed His affection and respect to them. 

Jesus conformed and committed Himself to the ways and plan of the Father. And when the hour 

has come (Matthew 26,45) to fulfill the redemption or mankind Jesus willingly gave up His own 

life on the cross. 

 

The shepherds then returned giving glory and praise to God for all they had heard and 

seen, just as the angels had told them (Luke 2,20). The shepherds were considered the 

marginalized people. They were poor and belonged to the lower strata of society. Yet they came 

to see Jesus and acknowledged Him as their hope, as their comfort, and as their Savior. Even 

lacking in material things, they gave what thy treasured most in their lives, that is, to praise God 

and to glorify Him. 

 

“...they knelt and worshipped him. They opened their bags and offered him their gifts of 

gold, incense and myrrh (Matthew 2,11). The magi represented the Gentiles, the outsiders. When 

they traveled it was to acknowledge that they still needed God, that Jesus completed their lives. 

So, they went to find Him, and upon finding Him, they gave their offerings of gold, incense and 

myrrh. These offerings signified who Jesus was tor them: A King (as gold was offered only for 

kings); their God (incense was only used for divine worship); and their Savior whose death will 

bring redemption to the whole world (as myrrh is used as preparation or death). 

 

Life is always "to give." God has given us life and He continues to sustain us in this life. 

God’s always giving us His love, His strength, His graces. God will never withhold something from 

us. When we fall, He gives His hand to lift us up. When we are bruised and broken He heals us. 

when we are tempted, He gives His spirit to make us victorious. And when we sin and tall from 

His grace, He sends HIs Son Jesus to search for us and bring us back to Him. Jesus gave up His life 

to rescue us from sin and ransom us from satan. 1o ensure our salvation and to guide us on the 

way to heaven, God gives us the Holy Spirit. Christmas is giving what we have received from God. 

Christmas is sharing what we experienced from God. Christmas is giving love, extending 

forgiveness, sharing and healing. Christmas gives us all another chance to get back on the right 

path again. This Christmas let us think of the best thing we can give to our family and friends. Let 

us ponder on what our people really want from us and what we have so far failed to give to them. 

 

Christmas is acceptance of what God Is giving us. And whatever God gives us and 

wherever He sends us we must accept and we must go. It is because whoever wherever we are 



 
 

 

God will be with us. God surely gives what is best and beneficial for us. And our people will give 

their support. Our family and friends will always stand by us. God for His part will always give 

them health of mind and body, healing of spirit and happiness from their sorrows. God will Surely 

gift us with His choicest blessings and graces. God will give us His protection and His providential 

care. Christmas is giving. Christmas is the fulfillment of what Saint John said that, "God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him may not be lost, but may have 

eternal life" (3,16). 
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